Affinity by Canva
Accessible PDF Output Test

This document is created to test how
well the new Affinity by Canva
(hereafter, simply "Affinity")
application performs when creating
and exporting accessible PDFs.

A brief disclaimer

While I work in accessibility and have
been using page layout applications
on a casual basis for years, I don't
consider myself an expert in either.
I'm four years into working in the
accessibility field and am learning
new things every day, and while I
have decades of "playing" with page
layout applications (going back to
Aldus PageMaker and QuarkXPress)
and spent years working in prepress
shops, document creation has never
been my primary responsibility. As
such, this document may not be
constructed the same way a more
experienced professional would.

Caveat emptor.

Distribution rights

This document, whether as the
original Affinity source file or the
exported PDF, is released under the
Creative Commons BY 4.0 license. As
such, you are free to share and adapt
this material as you wish, but please
give credit to Michael Hanscom as
the original creator.
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Test cases
Test 1: Paragraphs

This is actually an ongoing test. How
well are standard paragraphs tagged
on output?

Test 2: Headings

Another ongoing test. Affinity's
default styles include Heading 1 and
2, further headings must be manually
defined.

When creating new styles, PDF (and
EPUB) export tags can be mapped in

Page 1
Nov 6, 2025


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://michaelhans.com/

the Text Style Editor's Export Tags
pane. As of v3.0.1.3808, the only
options are P and H1 through H6.

Test 3: Images

I kinda snuck that one right in there,
didn't I?

Images can be placed inline with text
or floating; if set to floating, they can
have their anchor position within a
text block defined.

Adding alt text or marking an image
as decorative is managed through the
Tags pane. Alt text can be added
manually, or (apparently, I haven't
tested this yet) automatically pulled
from an images's XMP metadata. An
extended description can also be
added, also either manually or from
XMP metadata.

The tags pane also has fields for
Summary Text and EPUB Class, and
drop-down menus to assign text

styles to the summary and
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description (but I don't yet know how
or where those are exposed if set).

Test 4: Lists

Here's an unordered list of model
starships that I have on my desk at
work.

e USS Enterprise NCC-1701 (TOS)

e USS Enterprise NCC-1071 (SNW)

e USS Enterprise NCC-1701 (K)

e USS Enterprise NCC-1701-D (TNG)
e USS Cerritos NCC-75567 (LDS)

e Deep Space Nine (DS9)

e Klingon Bird of Prey (TOS)

e Romulan Warbird (TNG)

And here's an ordered list of my
opinion of the Star Trek films ranked
best to worst.

1. Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan

2. Star Trek 1V: The Voyage Home



3. Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered
Country

Star Trek: First Contact

Star Trek: The Motion Picture
Galaxy Quest

Star Trek (2009)

Star Trek Beyond
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Star Trek III: The Search for Spock
10.Star Trek: Generations

11. Star Trek V: The Final Frontier

12. Star Trek: Section 31

13.Star Trek: Insurrection

14.Star Trek: Nemesis

15.Star Trek Into Darkness

Test 5: Languages

First things first: I can't figure out
how to set the overall document
language. I'm not yet sure whether
this is missing in Affinity, or if I just
haven't dug through to find the right
setting.

However, when defining a text style
(character or paragraph), the
langauge can be set there...as long as
it's one of the available langauges.

So, I can define a "German" character
style and use that for the phrase, "Ich
bin ein Berliner". We'll see if that
language setting ends up in the PDF
or not....

Test 6: Tables

This is a brand-new thing for me, I've
never played with setting up a table
in Affinity before, so who knows if I'll
actually be doing this correctly or not.
But on with the experiment!

Category Random Data
Thing 12345
Different Thing [23456
Third Thing 34567
Weird Thing 45678
Funny Thing 56789

Disturbing Thing 67890

Thing Which 78901
Shall Not Be

Named
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Okay, then. This is an area either
where Affinity needs work, or I just
don't know what I'm doing. Either is
possible. But while I could find ways
to format the table's visual
appearance, I couldn't find any way of
designating header rows or columns.

Tables also can't be given alt text or
extended descriptions.

We'll see how the tags end up.
Test 7: Table of Contents

Yes, the Table of Contents is at the
beginning of the document, but this is
when I thought about it, so this is
where it ends up being mentioned.
We're all adults here, we can deal with
the occasional discontinuity.

Test 8: Reading order

Reading order is set with the Window
> Layout > Reading Order pane.
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Interestingly, because of the way I've
set up this document (nearly all of the
text in a series of linked text frames,
and all the graphics and the table set
to be inline with the text), there are
only three items: The title of the
document on page one, the main text,
and the "this page intentionally left
blank" text frame on the following
page. I've unchecked that one in the
reading order pane; in theory, that
should exclude it from the final PDF.

Test 9: Master Pages

I set this document up with master
pages that include the footer text. In
theory, the footer text should be
properly artifacted (excluded).

Test 10: There is no test ten...

..yet. But there probably should be.
What have I missed or not thought
of? What else should be added to this
document? Let me know, or download
the source document and do it
yourself.

That's it for now....
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